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Our summertime and autumn
were filled with trips to present
BLF (and see supporters,
family and friends along the
way), and with a week or two
here and there when Susan,
Scott and family came to spend time with “Mamie
and Papy.” They traveled also to visit Scott’s family
and their supporters.
On one trip, we took in the 50th reunion of our
old Sunday School class from Wheaton Bible
Church, the one where we met over 50 years ago.
Many of the other couples had also met through the
class. About 40 of us
gathered for a weekend of
celebration and reminiscing.
Our longest trip lasted
five weeks and took us to
northern MI, where we
presented BLF to Midland
Evangelical Free Church. Our
hosts,
Richard and Averill Packard,
also arranged a trip by ferry
to Mackinaw Island for us.
The pictures show a chapel
made from bark, used in the
early days; also a glaciermade natural bridge which we
saw on the carriage ride
around the island. There are
no vehicles there, but we
found 17 fudge shops! Then
we went on to IL, MO and OK. We were able to
present the ministries of BLF to groups in three

Since 1969
churches that had never heard of BLF, plus update
several other groups who have been involved with
BLF in the past. We thank the Lord for these
opportunities and for all those who “opened doors”
in their churches and arranged the meetings. We
are hoping that a team to BLF in June, 2013 will
result from this trip.
The fifth and final book in the Manga Bible
series is now available. It covers the Old Testament
prophets and ends with the book of Revelation.
BLF has now sold over 150,000 copies of the
Manga books. We continue to pray that many
young people reading the Manga Bible will be
saved.
We are beginning to sign up people for
our mission trip to BLF France in May 2013. A
team is made up of eight people including us,
and four have spoken for places so far. We are
praying that the Lord will provide for those
He wants on our team.
Our “list” at Thanksgiving this year
included the safe return from Chad of Scott,
Susan and family, our many friends, travel safety
during more than 6,000 miles of travel this year,
great times of Bible study with our friends, God’s
special blessings to BLF this year, the news that
Ron and Shannon are expecting twins and will
deliver them in Pennsylvania, and the news that
Jon, Heather and Jebel will be able to come for
Christmas.
Yes! We are really excited about having our
whole family with us to celebrate Christ’s birth
this year. It is 7 years since all of us were together.
We’ll be together for roughly 10 days.

“This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might
live through Him. This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:9-10).

Ron & Shannon

Shannon departed
Zimbabwe on
November 6 on doctors
orders because her
pregnancy is
considered high risk
and Zimbabwe doesn't
have the capabilities to
handle emergency
situations. Their twin
girls are due in early February. Ron and Shannon
miss each other terribly. Ron will be taking some well
needed leave over the Christmas holidays. He will
return to the US to spend some time with Shannon in
PA and to see the rest of the Miller family in FL the
week prior to Christmas. Ron has had a hectic
schedule over the last several months with many VIP
visitors to Malawi with growing US engagement there.
In an odd stroke of events, he recently met both
Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe (the Hitler of
Zimbabwe) and Malawi President Joyce Banda within
one week of each other.

Jon & Heather

Samaritan’s Purse renewed Jon’s contract for
another year, to stay in Bunia, DRCongo. He worked
through his vacation, because his co-worker came
back to the States to get married. As a result, along
with his Home Leave, he
could take a whole month of
vacation. He chose to take it
in December and come back
to the States. This had to be
planned by God, because now
the whole family can be
together with us for
Christmas this year. Jebel
will have his 18monthiversary while we are
together.
However, the week they were to begin their vacation,
rioting suddenly broke out in Bunia with gunfire,
burning, and looting. SP’s leaders told the Congo staff
to evacuate to Kampala, Uganda for a week. We
praise the Lord that all the staff evacuated safely and
were given a debriefing while in Kampala. We look
forward to having Jon, Heather and Jebel with us the
last two weeks of December.

Scott & Susan

The Downing family moved into a Wycliffe apartment in
Orlando on the 1st of September and Suze began
homeschooling again. The children are in Grades 1, 3, 5,
and 7. So far the family has taken two more trips in
eastern U.S. to speak in churches and visit supporters.
Scott also worked in a few
days to hunt in GA and
came back with a goodsized wild pig. The rest of
the family was at our
house, so we helped in the
butchering and grinding
some of the meat to make
sausages. They were able to
spend Thanksgiving with
Scott’s mother and sister.
Scott is often on the phone
with the other missionaries
in the Swamp, so they are
current with progress and
prayer needs there. In March, the family will make a
long trip to the West Coast to visit supporting churches,
friends and family out there, as well as those in the midWest.

Each month when we receive our statement from
BLF, our hearts swell up with thanksgiving to all
who have given for our support, and with praise
to the Lord for blessing our donor friends and
family. May each of you celebrate the blessings of Christ’s
coming to earth to save us from our sins, and may He
continue to bless you abundantly throughout 2013,

Russ and Mary Ann
16879 Akins Dr.
Spring Hill, FL 34610

