Roads Less Traveled
Prayer & Praise
• Praise God for our friend,
Fabrice, who volunteers to fix
our car whenever something
goes wrong. He was on-hand to
fix a leak in the power steering
line recently. (The cigarette
lighter is still a puzzle to be
sorted.)
• Praise God for a wonderful,
official first meeting with our
new neighbors. They are a young
couple with a baby girl. Please
pray that we will effectively
grow this relationship and show
Christ’s love to them.
• Please pray for good sleep at
night. It has been a tiring few
weeks, and neither of us really
feel rested in the mornings.

• Please pray for the students
at the French Institute. Pray
that their studies will go well
and that they feel encouraged as
they follow God’s direction into
ministry in the French-speaking
world.
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Knowing that 2 weeks of vacation was coming –
and that meant a road trip – Nathan & I bought a
little map of France. It wasn’t for finding our route
or estimating distances; it was only for a memento,
to document which roads we drove. It was the
GPS that was going to tell us exactly where to
turn. I thought about framing the map after the
trip, for a decoration.
However, after we stopped to explore Luxemburg
on the first day out, we noticed the cigarette
lighter was not charging the GPS anymore. Well,
its power doesn’t last long without charging! So
we stopped to look at the map to choose our new,
manual route. Then, on the nights before each
leg of the trip, we looked at the map again and
traced out the preferred paths. We ended up on a
few detours, but all in all, the old-fashioned way
worked fine!
It certainly was a trip back in time, as we
unplugged and had to rely on road signs, paper
maps, and each other. We went into 5 countries
in our 5 days away from home: France, Belgium,
Luxemburg, Switzerland, and Germany. And, we
got to see several friends.
In Albertville, (near Geneva, Switzerland) we
saw the Molsee family at the Centre Chrétien
d’Enseignement du Français. What a great
encouragement it was to see friends from America!
We also got to meet many other missionaries-intraining: some heading for ministries in France,
some going to various french-speaking locations
in Africa like the Molsees.
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While we were in the area, we caught up with
a group of friends riding their bicycles from the
north of France to the south. It was a project to raise
money and awareness of the marginalized Dalit
class of people in India. The group successfully
rode over 800 miles (1,300 km) to provide 2 Dalit
children a secure education through high school.
The group was resting for a day at a beautiful
chalet in the Alps. There was a gorgeous view of
Mont Blanc. Two years ago, Nathan and his friend
David did a 10-day-hike around that mountain.
Then we made our way north again, cutting
through Switzerland for its easy freeways. Just after
we crossed back into France, we stopped in SaintLouis (maybe the original!) to visit Djamila and
Aidan who had stayed with us just after Nathan
and I returned to France in March. Djamila had
more recently moved to Saint-Louis and her
husband, Joey, is now looking for work nearby.
It was great to see the little family complete and
happy in France. Djamila’s is a story of wholehearted faith and trust in God!

BLF Update
The new editions of the Parole vivante New
Testament are due to be released at the end
of September. Philip and Fred (the Editing
Department) are finishing up the final version
to be sent to the printers! We will also finalize
the translation of Mark Driscoll’s Who Do You
Think You Are? for release November 4th. Nathan
has been busy recording new speeches for the
marketing video. He recruited French voices to
make the Americans on the video speak French.
Thank you for your continuing
support and prayers.
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