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Blessed to be a Blessing
Millions of people around the world are waiting for us to share one of the most extravagant blessings we enjoy:
that of abundant and almost unlimited access to Christian literature!

For every 200 books available to you in
Europe English, European French-speakers have
one. The economically wealthy countries
of Switzerland, France, Belgium, Luxembourg and Monaco
are spiritually starved. When it concerns spiritual matters,
(writes Alain Stamp, France For Christ) the French are very
reserved and even suspicious. At the 2003 Year of the Bible
convention, several churches were refused the right to organize public Bible readings. Not only is Christian literature
scarce, the government attempts to dissuade its use.

Africa

If the lack of Christian literature in Europe seems daunting, the shortage in
Africa is even greater. Not only is the
need tremendous, they lack ﬁnancial means to buy whatʼs
available from France. In addition, European books donʼt
always make sense from an Africanʼs cultural perspective.
How can they come face to face with Jesus, and understand
how much He wants a relationship with them, if books
arenʼt written so they can
understand them?!
BLFʼs Sunday School Curriculum for Africa is aimed
at meeting this need. Hereʼs
a recent response from a
missionary in Côte dʼIvoire:
Iʼm writing to tell you how happy
and thankful the SS materials
made two of those in our strategic planning course last week. In
consulting with them, I noticed
one of the objectives was to write SS material for their
church, so of course I told them about BLFʼs curriculum.
They were amazed, thrilled and thankful when they saw the
materials! You would have felt very rewarded to have seen
their joy. Bless you! Bless all who have helped make the
vision a reality. It is very greatly needed . May it be greatly
used and very helpful to the churches.

Canada

Like the Europeans, French Canadians
can generally afford to buy Christian literature, but there has been little available
in their language. In a desire to remedy the situation, BLF
recently formed a partnership with a French Canadian businessman, who now promotes our literature to existing book
stores and church libraries throughout the Quebec area.
Monsieur Virgint also sets up book tables at conventions and
other special events, getting the literature out where people
have easy access to it. Itʼs exciting to see Godʼs Word being
purchased, read and most importantly, impacting lives!

America

We in America have been blessed to
be a blessing. In 2 Corinthians 9:11
Paul says, “You will be made rich in
every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to
God.” We feel honored to be among those blessed with an
abundance of quality Christian reading material.
We are privileged to play a small
part in providing a like-blessing to
French-speakers in Europe, Africa
and Canada. The need is almost
overwhelming. We want to be faithful in passing the blessing along to
French-speakers who need the written Word in their own language.
But we need your help! If youʼve
been blessed, join us in making a
worthwhile impact for the Kingdom to this end.
JESUS Film - New Testament Project Update
86% of the funds needed have been received! In a
prayerful step of faith, the full amount of New Testaments (55,500) has been ordered. We would appreciate
your help in funding the remaining $15,000, so all requests from participating countries will be honored.

Upcoming

Ron & Sharee McMahon,
having The Time of Their Lives

Teams
~ 2004 ~

Sept (a) Battle Ground, WA
Sept (b) Canyon Lake, CA
Oct
Fresno, CA
~ 2005 ~
Mar (a)
Apr
May
June
July (a)
July (b)
Sept (a)
Sept (b)
Oct

Shawnee, KS
Overland Park, KS
Vista, CA
Marysville, WA
El Cajon, CA
Ventura, CA
Sarasota, FL
Manhattan Beach, CA
Souderton, PA

Mar
Apr
May
June (a)
June (b)
July
Sept (a)
Sept (b)
Oct

AVAILABLE
Shawnee, KS
Allegan, MI
Inchelium, WA
AVAILABLE
El Cajon, CA
AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE

~ 2006 ~

To make reservations or add
your name to the waiting list,
please contact our ofﬁce.
For recent adjustments to the
Impressions Teams program,
and exciting new ministry opportunities, check our web site
at http://www.blfusa.org
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In 2002 Ron and I were part of a team serving
in Belgium with BLF. We worked in the print
shop assembling Christian books, Bibles, and
Sunday School materials in French. When Ron
later retired from a pharmaceutical sales career,
we prayed the Lord would use us for a longer
mission trip. In answer to that prayer, we discovered BLF had a 3-month opening for a host
couple to serve in their guest house near Brussels, and off we went for the greatest adventure ever!

From April to July 2004, we lived and worked at
La Grande Maison (The Big House) in the quaint
Belgian village of Braine-le-Chateau. Our tasks
included house cleaning and yard maintenance
of the 8-bedroom, 84-year old home, grocery
shopping in Belgian stores where French was
spoken, caring for three groups of ten people by preparing meals, driving them to assignments
and on sight-seeing tours, and leading devotions.

We worked hard and loved every minute of it. We built relationships, and even learned a few
French phrases. We thank the Lord for opportunities to use our spiritual gifts of encouragement
and hospitality, and marvel at how God used our teams to evangelize in France, as well as print
literature in the shop. It was difﬁcult to say farewell to the missionaries, but we look forward to
returning in 2005. Very few people have the pleasure of living in Europe and serving the Lord at
the same time. This truly has been the “time of our lives”. Why donʼt YOU give missions a try?

Pray
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Visas!

Four BLF missionary appointees
are waiting for French visas. Please
pray for Godʼs intervention!
Nathan Phillips is fully supported and has been waiting for several months. He will be serving for
one year as a graphic artist.
Josh & Marlo Enns have purchased their airline tickets in faith
that their visas will arrive on time
for them to spend one year in
France before going on to serve
in Africa.
Angela Vories has just begun the
process of applying for her visa in
order to serve for one year as ofﬁce assistant.

The French Con
nection
invites you to an

APPRECIATION DINNER

at Westside Family Church
6601 Monticello Rd, Shawnee, KS
Saturday, Sept. 25, 2004 at 6:00 PM
~

Meet some of BLFʼs newest missionary appointees & interact with
BLF Board members.
~

Come catch a vision of what God is
doing in the French-speaking world.
~

We look forward to a great evening of
celebration and fellowship, including
• Dinner
• Special music
• Keynote address
by Philip Kapitaniuk,
BLFʼs new Europe Director
~

RSVP to David Wooddell at
RSVP@BLFusa.org
or call toll free: 1-866-843-3735

